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	NADE Certification

Minimum Data Templates for Developmental Coursework Program Components

General Level


	Fundamental Question 

	To what extent is the Developmental Coursework Program component using 

continuous and systematic assessment and evaluation 

to improve the services it provides to students?

	

	Types of Data

	Required:

1.
Of all incoming students, the number and percent of students who place into developmental courses.  

2.
Of all students placing into developmental courses, the number and percent who actually enroll in those courses.  
3.
Grade distributions for developmental courses, grouped and analyzed as successful completersa versus unsuccessful completers versus non-completers.* 

* Best practice suggests defining successful completers a as those earning A, B, C or Pass grades; unsuccessful completers as those earning D,  F, or Non-Pass grades; non-completers as those who withdrew from the course, earned an incomplete or “still in-progress” grade, and/or did not persist to the end of the course.  

	Choose at least one additional type of data from the list below.  These criteria may be separate and distinct from the required data listed above. 

	4. Number of courses and average number of sections offered.

	5. Exit exam pass rates. 

	6. Pre-test to post-test gain scores.

	7. Trends in student course evaluations. 

	8. Demographic or academic information that may impact or be relevant to the services provided and/or to student success.  Appropriate information may include but is not limited to the following: high school attended; high school GPA; SAT/ACT scores or subscores; first generation; demographics such as age, gender, race; number of and final grade in “rigorous” or “college prep” courses completed; hours worked per week; study skills inventories; socioeconomic status categories; measures of self-efficacy, self-esteem, and/or locus of control, etc.

	9. For community outreach or literacy programs, appropriate measures of the development of basic literacy skills.

	10. Some other meaningful measure that demonstrates improvement in services.  Please let us know in advance of your choice if using this option.  


a Grades of “successful completers” may be computed from the number of students still enrolled in the final week of the course, but the Council recommends computing from the “census date,” usually the second week of class.

	 

	

	Additional Data Requirements

(These requirements apply to all general-level data 

submitted for this application)

	· A minimum of four academic years of recent, consecutive data must be provided in a term-by-term and year-by-year format for each type of General-Level data provided.  For Developmental Coursework Program applications, it is useful to compare like term to like term, i.e., fall to fall and spring to spring, as well as fall to spring. 

	· The four-year minimum must include at least two years of baseline data plus at least two years of comparative data.   

	· The fall terms of baseline data must be presented separately and also averaged together; the spring terms of baseline data must also be presented separately and averaged together.  The fall terms of comparative data must be presented separately and also averaged together; the spring terms of comparative data must also be presented separately and averaged together. 

	· Data must have been collected using a methodology that has been consistent over time and should not be more than five years old at the time the application for certification is submitted. The most recent data submitted should be no older than one year prior to the submission date. 

	· Multi-campus institutions must include disaggregated data as well as aggregated data if applying for certification as a single unit.    
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	NADE Certification

Minimum Data Templates for Developmental Coursework Program Components

 Advanced Level


	Fundamental Question 

	To what extent is the Developmental Coursework Program component using 

continuous and systematic assessment and evaluation 

to improve student success over time?

	

	Types of Required Data

	For Advanced-Level Certification, all data requirements at the General Level must first be met.  In addition, two criteria from the list below must be provided, including the required data type (in bold). *At the very least, all Advanced-Level Certification data requires a comparison of student outcomes before and after implementing the change(s) identified in the Action Plan.  For additional comparison suggestions, please see comments below in “Possible Comparison Groups.” 

	Required:

1.
For students who successfully complete the highest-level developmental course (i.e., earn a C or better), pass rates and/or grades in the subsequent college-level course.    

	Choose at least one additional type of data from the list below.   These criteria may be separate and distinct from the required data listed above. 

	2. Comparison of the success rates of students who followed placement advice with those who chose not to do so. [Choose a success measure.  This may be persistence through and grade for the target college-level course, cumulative GPA, number of credit hours earned, or retention through subsequent term(s).] 

	3. Students’ completion of the developmental course sequence to which they have been assigned [Writing I, II and III, for instance].b

	4. Retention, term-to-term and/or year-to-year, while in the developmental program. b

	5. Retention through the second year or 24 credits. b

	6. The number of credits earned versus the number of credits attempted.  

	7. Relationship of success (i.e., grade earned) in developmental course(s) with success (i.e., grade earned) in the college-level course (i.e., grade earned).  

	8. Relationship of behaviors in developmental courses (i.e., attendance; homework completion; time on task, perhaps in the tutoring lab or online) with success in the developmental course or the college-level course (i.e., grade earned or persistence through the course).   

	9. Comparison of success rates of developmental students enrolled in a special program with success rates of students (developmental or non-developmental) not enrolled in such a program.  “Special program” may include learning communities, early admit programs, grant programs, or other initiatives. 

	10. A study of student success as it relates to demographic information selected above (General-Level #8).

	11. Quantitative or qualitative growth in cognitive skills (e.g., specific computational, writing, or reading skills, critical thinking, literacy, technological skills, intellectual maturity, learning strategies in the discipline, metacognition); Growth in non-cognitive skills (e.g., independence or interdependence in work, leadership abilities, citizenship, collaboration, diversity awareness, connectedness, etc.) c  

	12. Some other meaningful measure that demonstrates student success.  Please let us know in advance of your choice if using this option.  

	b For these criteria, please use incoming cohorts.  Please note this will result in a total of five years of data.

 c For this criterion, please note that developmental students are being compared with themselves over time. 

	

	Additional Data Requirements

(These requirements apply to all advanced-level data

submitted for this application)

	· A minimum of four academic years of recent, consecutive data must be provided in a term-by-term and year-by-year format for each type of Advanced-Level data provided.  For Developmental Coursework programs, it is useful to compare like term to like term, i.e., fall to fall and spring to spring, as well as fall to spring. 

	· The four-year minimum must include four consecutive groups of developmental students.  

· First- and second-year data provide the baseline.  This may or may not include a comparison group.  
· Third- and fourth-year data must immediately follow the intervention and provide the comparative data.  This may or may not include a comparison group.  

	· The fall terms of baseline data must be presented separately and also averaged together; the spring terms of baseline data must also be presented separately and averaged together.  The fall terms of comparative data must be presented separately and also averaged together; the spring terms of comparative data must also be presented separately and averaged together. 

	· Data must have been collected using a methodology that has been consistent over time, and the most recent data submitted should have been collected no more than one year prior to the date the application is submitted. 
· In general, no data should be more than five years old at the time the application is submitted.
· If using incoming-cohort comparisons, no data should be more than six years old at the time the application is submitted.

	· Multi-campus institutions must include disaggregated data as well as aggregated data if applying for certification as a single unit.

	Possible Comparison Groups 
A comparison of student outcomes data is required for Advanced-Level Certification.  There are various ways in which this comparison can be made.  Some ideas are suggested below.  

	· Advanced-Level Certification requires, at the very least, a comparison of student outcomes before and after implementing the change(s) identified in the Action Plan.  

	· Richer analyses involve the use of cohort comparisons, in which student outcomes for two similar groups of students are tracked, both before and after implementing the change(s) identified in the Action Plan.  In cohort comparisons, developmental students receiving services might be compared with:

· Non-developmental students enrolled in the same course.
· Developmental students who choose not to enroll in courses or services or developmental students not receiving services for some reason.
· A sub-group of developmental students who share several common characteristics, such as all females or all males, or all those working 30 or more hours off-campus per week, or all those commuting more than xx miles. 

· A sub-group of developmental students receiving additional support services.  
· The institution’s overall average of the student outcomes measure chosen (i.e., retention, persistence, grades in the subsequent course) IF the institution has 50% or fewer developmental students.
· A group of incoming non-developmental students who began their education in the same academic year and term, usually the fall term.  

· A group of incoming “near-developmental” students (i.e., those who are within a few points of the placement cut-off score) who began their education in the same academic year and term, usually the fall term.  
· Multi-campus, state or national benchmark data. Use this type of data to compare your program outcomes to outcomes of similar students on other campuses, across the state, or across the nation.
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